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SUBJECT: CANDIDATES ANNOUNCED FOR UPPER HOUSE OFFICER AND COMMITTEE 
CHIARMANSHIP ELECTION 

1. THE NAMES OF CANDIDATES HAVE BEEN POSTED FOR THE OCTOBER 18 
BALLOTING FOR UPPER HOUSE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN. THERE 
IS ONLY ONE CANDIDATE FOR MOST POSITIONS, SO THERE WILL BE FEW 
CONTESTS. THE SOLE CANDIDATE FOR CHAIRMAN IS FORMER FOREIGON 
MINISTER TRAN VAN LAM, WHO LED THE "WHITE ELEPHANT" TICKET IN THE 
AUGUST 26 ELECTION. THE TWO DEPUTY CHAIRMAN SLOTS ARE BEING SOUGHT 
BY TRAN TRUNG DUNG AND PHAM NHU PHIEN BOTH OF WHOM WERE RE-ELECTED 
AUGUST 26 ON THE "DEMOCRACY" TICKET. SINCE THERE ARE NO OTHER 
CANDIDATES FOR THESE TWO POSITIONS, DUNG AND PHIEN ARE ASSURED OF 
VICTORY, THE ONLY QUESTION BEING WHICH WILL BE FIRST DEPUTY 
CHAIRMAN AND WHICH SECOND DEPUTY CHAIRMAN. THIS DEPENDS ON 
WHICH GETS MORE VOTES. 
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2. MOST OTHER UNCONTESTED SLOTS ARE SOUGHT BY ADMINISTRATION 
LOYALISTS. AN IMPORTANT EXCEPTION IS THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

AND INFORMATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMANSHIP, FOR WHICH INCUMBENT 
NGUYEN DUY TAI HAS BEEN NOMINATED BY BOTH OPPOSITION AND PRO- 
ADMINISTRATION SENATORS. ALTHOUGH OPPOSITIONIST IN BACKGROUND, 

TAI IS NOW FAVORABLY DISPOSED TOWARD THE ADMINISTRATION. HE HAS 
RECENTLY DISASSOCIATED HIMSELF FROM THE BUDDHIST PARLIAMENTARIANS 
LIAISON GROUP (BPLG), NOW COMPOSED ALMOST WHOLLY OF MILITAANTLY 
ANTI-GVN FIGURES. THE ONLY OTHER MAJOR EXCEPTION IS THE NATIONAL 
DEFENSE COMITTEE WHICH WILL BE HEADED AGAIN BY INCUMBENT TON 
TAHT DINH, THE SOLE NOMINEE. HE HAS ALSO BEEN PUT FORWARD BY SENA- 
TORS OF DIFFERENT CAMPS. A FORMER GENERAL, DINH REMAINS IN THE 
GOOD GRACES OF THE ADMINISTRATION DESPITE A SOMEWHAT VOLATILE 
ORIENTATION POLITICALLY. 

3. THE CONTESTED POSITIONS INCLUDED THE ECONOMY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN- 
SHIP FOR WHICH INDEPENDENT LILY GROUP SENATOR LA THANH NGHE IS 
RUNNING AGAINST NEWLY ELECTED "DEMOCRACY"SENATOR NGUYEN VAN AN 
AND THE LABOR AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE CHAIRMANSHIP FOR WHICH 
RE-ELECTED "WHITE ELEPHANT" SENATOR DONA VAN CUU CHALLENGES THE IN- 
CUMBENT, LILY GROUP SENATOR LE CHAU LOC. THESE SLOTS WILL PROBA- 
BLY BE WON BY AN AND CUU, IN A PROBABLE ADMINISTRATION LANDSLIDE. 

4. NEWLY ELECTED PRO ADMINISTRATION SENATORS TRAN MINH TUNG AND 
CAO VAN TUONG 

BOTH FOTMER MINISTERS ARE NOT AMONG THE CANDIDATES. TUNG WHO 
HEADED THE "DEMOCRACY" TICKET, HAD OCCASIONALLY BEEN MENTIONED 
AS A POSSIBLE CANDIATE FOR THE SENATE CHAIRMANSHIP. 

MARTIN 
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